SAVEC OUR TURTLES

OUR ENDANGERED NEIGHBOURS

Oine of the aldest living creatures in the world,

Friarinee Durthes ane A ghobally endangered speches. Because

humans pose the most direct threat to these wonderful creatures and

their habitar, every resident and visitor o Cyprus has & role no play
in their contenation and protection.

Three of the world's eight species of marine turtles are found in the
Mediverranean Sea: the LOGGERHEAD (Coreno covette). GREEM
TURTLE (Chelania mpdas) and LEATHERBACK TURTLE
{Dermochels congoea). Bath the leggerhead turthe and the green wrtle
niest regularly in Cyprus.

While rmaring turtles sperd mest of chelr lives in the water, thelr very
existence depends on beaches. Beaches proside females a place o dig
niests ard lay eggs and hatchlings a place (o bo born and make cheir
way to the sea

Linfortunately, many human activities throughout Cyprus are
threatening thelr surdval:

#% Tourism development (hotel, bouses, ete) reduses the pum e
" of sutable nesting sites:

0 Limmer on the beaches creates obsocles for nesting s tertles as
they come ashore to dig their nests and hinders hatchlings fram
reaching the sex

# 4 Light (from beach resoawranes, hotels, eampfires, ere) can deter
sea turtles from nesting and dizorient hatchlings during thedr first
crawl towards the s

<7y Wehicles driving an the beach create paths that can disorient
< hl:hlmg:‘.

71 Drogs and foxes harass nesting turtle and amack nesss during the

incubationg

4 Fishermen often entangle and drown both hatchlings and adult
turtles im their nets.

Local authorities and comiervation groups work together 1o protect
wrthe resting sices by phicing mesh wire cages over nests for proteciion
and erganizing kecal beach chean up campaigns befiore the nesting seasan
to remncve trash and debris from nesting areas, But In order 1o secure
the well being of Cyprus’ marine turthes, they need your help.

Behoiwe weinpld yoeg Top! if o houts was Tiled wich grrbage e thes?

Did you know that two species of marine turtles nest
on Cyprus’ beautiful beaches?
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How YO can help SAYE the tunthes:

“1 During the nestng season (May-October), avold nesting beaches
at night

'."_.'l Fick up ALL litter from the beach and dispose of it properly in
i

."'1

Do ez lighe arry camplires on the beach;

."'1

Oy any posted warming signs;
Keep vehicles off nestirg bexches:

L I'|
'-,_1 Do not collect or carry hatchlings.
3

..! you dig sand casthes, please fill in the holes when you leave the
T H

':-I'l Do not touch or dig in any area that is marked by turte monitoring
TEAME]

"_'1 Do not carmp en the beach,

This material was developed through the Supporting Activities that
Walue che Envircament (SAVE) Project. funded by the LLS, Agency for
International Development. SAYE warks to bulld lacal capacity to
better provect and manage Cyprus’ valusble naeral amd culiural
resources. SAVE is dedicated to the ongoing effort to protect marine
wrdles in Cyprus,




