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“How Does Your Garden Grow in Cyprus?”  

Guide now available – How smart gardening can help SAVE Water 

 
 
Everyone is looking for ways to save water, especially ways that will not sacrifice the gardens that make Cyprus 
so beautiful!   As part of its work to promote water conservation, the Supporting Activities that Value the 
Environment (SAVE) Project has developed a guide on water-wise landscaping.  The guide, titled “How Does 
Your Garden Grow in Cyprus:  A Simple Guide to Water-Wise Landscaping for Beautiful Gardens”, 
demonstrates how to save water while maintaining a lush, beautiful garden even in the face of Cyprus’ high 
temperatures and water shortages.  The guide is available to anyone who wants to garden in a more 
environmentally sustainable way! 
 
“How Does Your Garden Grow in Cyprus” explains the seven key elements in water-wise landscaping: 1) 
Planning and Design; 2) Soil Types; 3) Plant Selection; 4) Grass Use; 5) Watering; 6) Mulch Use; and, 7) 
Appropriate Maintenance.  It applies these elements to the specific gardening conditions on the island and 
includes a section on home composting and a list of additional resources for the true enthusiast.   
 
Water-wise landscaping is commonly called xeriscaping, which means “dry gardening”. But this does not mean 
that your garden is dry and brown!  Instead, xeriscaping encourages the use of native and acclimatized plants 
combined with a series of water-saving planting and maintenance techniques. The result is beautiful flowering 
gardens that simply use less water and are healthier for the environment. This approach is becoming increasingly 
popular worldwide, especially in other arid and semi-arid climates, and is reminiscent of traditional Cypriot 
practices.   
 
Printed in color and full of helpful pictures and graphics, this guide is easy to both use and understand. Special 
emphasis is placed on mulching and home composting since they are both excellent ways for any household to 
sustainably recycle garden and kitchen wastes into products that will enrich garden soil (compost) and minimize 
water loss (mulch). The communities of Lefke/Lefka and Beyarmudu/Pergamos have already experimented with 
mulching and home composting through SAVE pilot projects intended to demonstrate just how easy and 
effective these garden activities can be.  For more information on these projects, xeriscaping, mulching and 
composting, contact SAVE.   
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“How Does Your Garden Grow in Cyprus” is available in Turkish and English from SAVE and through several 
garden centers and participating organizations.  The guide is also available from the internet at www.save-irg.com  
 
SAVE works to build local capacity to better protect and manage Cyprus’ natural and cultural resources.  SAVE 
is a key component of the overall U.S. assistance program in Cyprus funded by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID).    
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